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Postcard:
FLORIDA

Wish you were here?

Pave Fish explains how a villa
be and his family rented out
for a holiday in Florida was
Bxactly what they wanted

¢ had an excellent holiday ac the

Florida Parcdise Villas, six-bedroom

house in Kissinumee, near Orlando
S number ol reasons

The family included my wile, three 1eenage
phiers plus friendd, my clderly parents and

The villa was very spacious and the eight obus

gty had room 1o spare and all the privacy

Bl we needed, but as we were still in the same
e we could enjoy breaklast and dinner
mgetiier claily, It was a nice sanctuary, and my
pents had a quiet retrear in the house. Since
kids are older, we felt we didnt peed the

e Disney resort scene with all the charmcters

and themed blocks, Inany case, the villn tumed
out to be a much, much more alfordable option
than staving at Disney would have been

We stayved at the house for five days in
November 2000 and it cost us $1,50); the resorns
wottld Bave easily been double that, The location
was less than two miles from the main road of
the Disney theme parks, so stll very convenient
andd excellent value for money. Everyone was
happy: including my bank account!

11 house itself wis less than two yvears old
and lecated 10 a gated community, which gives
vou that added leeling ol safety and sccuriy.
about 75100 similar houses. all

There were

fairly close together. There was @ main pool and
recreation complex with playground and fitness
centre, which we didnt end up using that much,
bt it is always good to have the option. Ir really
wixs very spacious, clean and new, with every

k. We had our
own private pool, games room and there were
I'he

thing that we could have nee

televisions with cable in nearly every room
master suite wits huge, with a fantastic whisipool
b el shower, The Kitchen / living room / din-
ing area wis open and a great gathering place 1o
have dinner and watch & movie ogether after the
meal

Since our visit was in November, it was i lide
bit caoler and the crowds were a bit smaller
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which was nice. The houses in the complex were
probably only 25 per cent ocoupied an this time

of vear: There was construction going. on
directly behind our house, but we were not both-
ered by carly moming nolse or anything like
Hu

The wehsite was a Fair representation of what
the house was like in reality, it had nor been over
exaggerated, hence we had not heen duped into
booking o holiday there. The owner of the house
wits also the booking agent: she was very helpful
belore the booking and after. The local manager
was also very helpful and attentive 10 our neecds
~ they were  just  nice  people  that
weated us warmly and it made all the difference.
They were also available 1o reach 24 houss o day:
This 1 what you need on holiday, it makes you
leel gennincly looked alter, especially il wnex
pected Incidents are o arise For esample, ny
youngest diughter had an accident and needed
te o 1o the Jocal emengency room. The manager
und owner found cut where it was, give us direc-
tons, then followed up later to see how she was

To top t olf we Jeft a smull sultcase in the
house after we lefe, and she shiupped it home 1o us
at no cost. Truly excellent customer service!
® www FloridaParadiseVillasravel
1. The in Kisgmmese

ommunal swimming poaol

enjoyed by the Fsh family

len things to
CONSIDER

Suzanne Morrill of World of
Florida suggests ten things
o consider when buying a

Broperty in Florida for rental
purposes

WP 04/07

o Price of property is within budget

Location of home = including which way

the villa and pool

e Distance 1o attractions or coast/beach

o Facilities on site: for example, clubhouse

ennis courts, cicetem

6 Facilities nearby. for example, supermarkets

and restanrants

Zoning — make sure the property is zoned

lor short-term rentals

0 A recommended management company (o

took alter the home

Layout of home. Does i have a poal, bath

or a covered lanai?

Correct ratio of bathrooms to bedrooms
Pool — Brits will not vent a villa that docs
not have a private pool. However, they will
consider a townhouse with no pool

@ World ol Florida

Web: wwwoworldofflorida.couk

Email: homres@wor ldofflorida.couk
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